
Application Advice and Information 
 

● Try to touch base with a representative at schools you are interested in. This way, you 
can have a clear idea of expectations, and you have a contact person for questions or 
advice.  

○ Know the difference between a college representative vs. an enrollment 
manager.  This is a different process by school.  

■ College rep: Some schools have a college rep who just helps you submit 
your application. They will then pass you onto a different person for 
financial aid, etc. 

■ Enrollment manager: Some schools (like JCU) have one person who 
helps you from the time you decide to apply all the way through when you 
choose to accept. This means they are your go-to contact person for 
every aspect of the application, financial aid, etc.  

■ For JCU: Contact aedwards@jcu.edu  
● Knowing the type of application required for the school you’re applying to is 

important. Some schools (like JCU) require the Common App --this application is the 
same across schools, so you fill out one application and send it to every school you are 
interested in that takes the Common App. Other schools require a supplemental 
application  (they will want you to answer some additional questions along with the 
Common App) or some require a different application  altogether.  

○ Note that applying to schools costs money. While there are some schools who 
offer free applications, most schools have an application fee . Make sure you note 
the cost for each school you want to apply to.  

● It’s also important to know the deadlines for each school. Schools have different 
deadlines for applications; for example, the Early Action deadline at JCU is December 1, 
but at some schools it’s November 1. Noting these dates on the calendar is important.  

● When you apply to schools, you should note that an application has two parts. The 
first part is filled out by you--general info questions, the essay, etc. The second part is 
filled out by the high school guidance office (transcripts, etc.). When you apply to school, 
don’t submit it the day that it’s due . If you do this, it’s likely that your high school won’t be 
able to submit what they need to in time, so you’ll miss the deadline. It might help to turn 
in your applications 2-3 weeks in advance to avoid this.  

● For U.S. colleges, the binding day to decide where you are going to school is May 1. By 
this day you need to inform the school of your choice that you are coming. Something 
important if you’re doing Early Action is to figure out if the binding decision time is 
different with that type of application. For some schools, if you apply for Early Action, you 
are then locked into the school upon your acceptance . Reviewing the guidelines for 
Early Action would be a valuable discussion point when speaking to a college 
representative.  

● For more information, see “Navigating the College Search” handout.  
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